
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
English translation: 

If you reach out…    Louise Walser-Gaillard 
 

 Louise Walser was born in France in 1879 into a modest household 
 

It was the 3rd Republic 
 - Jules Ferry was the Minister of Public Instruction 

-The banquets honoring the Abbé de l’ Épée had been held since 1834 
-The church was still very powerful at that time 

From:  
https://situtendsloeil.tumblr.com/tagged/longsarticles 
by Camille Alméras (Hearing French Artist) 
instagram : @situtendsloeil 
 



 

 
 

Louise became deaf at 8 years of age and 
at 13 she was placed into the National Deaf Institute 

at Bordeaux –which is run by nuns and is a school only for girls. 
 
 

 
 

Paris—When she is 28 years old, 
Louise actively participated in 

Deaf association meetings. 
 

For example, during the banquets in memory of de L'Épée, she 
performed her poetry 

 



 
“I would like to publish your work in my journal, ‘Revue des Sourds-Muets’ ! ”  

said Henri Gaillard. 
Henri and Louise admire one another, work together, and they married in 1911. 

 
 

 
 

1912 was the bicentennial of the birth of the Abbé de l’Épée. 
This event was held at the Sorbonne! 

There were addresses by members of the Deaf community. 
And then Louise took the floor to speak… 

“I want to read to you a text that I wrote for my sisters, it is titled 
‘Found in the religious teaching that was made during my time at the institution for the 

Deaf.’” 
 
 



 
 

“Religion occupies a huge role in places in the education of Deaf youth… 
We are in 1912, the public schools are now secular.” 

 
 

 
 

“Let’s also talk about the oral method. 
Isn’t it a problem that it banishes Sign Language in our schools? 

The situation of Deaf children is very difficult. 
I dare say that the oral teaching method is inadequate!” 



 
 

These proclamations were a shock. 
 
Those who supported oralism 
 violently criticized her words     Those who agreed with her 

                      defended her position. 
 

 

 
 

Louise is remembered as a strong Deaf militant 
She also fought for 
LSF (French Sign Language) 
and women.       Few people at that time dared 

to criticize educational methods 
and the powerful influence of religion 

in schools for the Deaf. 


