
Camille Tissier (Gaillard) 
(1875-1909) 
French Artist and Poet 
 

 
 
[From: (n.d) Yann et Angelique Cantin— 
“Photographed during a picnic in 1907”] 
 
Born:  February 8, 1875 
 Nancy, France 
 
Died:  December 12 1909  
 Paris, France 
 
Personal information:  married February 20, 1897 in Paris to Henri Gaillard.  They had one 
son, Jean, born in 1905.  (From Quartararo (2008)] 
   
Below information summarized in English and taken from Dictionnaire Biographique Des 
Grands Sourds En France:  Les Silencieux de France (1450-1920) by Yann et Angelique Cantin 
(used by permission). [Many thanks also to Lidiou LSF for finding this information] 
 
Camille Tissier was an illustrator and poet who was Deaf and able to use speech. nAn article 
published in a Deaf journal (and likely written by Henri Gaillard) described Camille as an oral 
Deaf person of great intelligence, well-educated, with high spirits and a sweet and 
remarkable beauty. 
 
In December 1896 in Le Journal des sourds-muets, Henri Gaillard published a poem 
dedicated to Camille in which he declared that he carried a flame for her.   
 
The wedding takes place at the town hall of the 13th arrondissement of Paris and then at 
the Church of Saint Roch also in Paris.  The description of this marriage can be found in Le 
Journal des sourds-muets in March 1897.  Here is an excerpt:   
 
“The bride, extremely ravishing in a simple white dress of high taste, walked with an elegant 
posture on the arm of her father.  M. Henri Gaillard wore a suit of silver sheen with small 
academic palms and was on the arm of his mother.  He responded with head inclinations to 
the greetings from his friends.” 
 



Camille probably played the role of muse to Gaillard.  During their union, many writings and 
poems were published.  They were both actively involved with the journal, La Silencieuse, 
and after their marriage, Camille published many writings and poems.  But this journal was 
not very successful and publication ceased in December 1898. 
 
Henri's “difficulties” from 1901 seem to have a significant impact on the couple.  In 1901, 
Henri Gaillard was dismissed from working at the Journal des Sourds-Mutes following 
accusations of financial mismanagement. Three years later, one of Gaillard’s greatest rivals 
published an article which accused him of fraud.  These controversies, plus Henri’s many 
commitments,  likely led to their separation in 1905.  In his correspondence with the Society 
of People of Letters, there is mention of Camille’s fragile health—which seemed to have 
begun as the result of a miscarriage from which she did not fully recover.  In 1909, she died. 
 

 
This may be a self-portrait by Camille from 1897 and was used to illustrate a menu from a 

banquet to honor of l’Abbe de l’Epée 
 

https://www.archivesetculture.org/product-page/dictionnaire-biographique-des-grands-
sourds-en-france?fbclid=IwAR25d0oaMMyp0r6Z0Eia99AIdlcQW8cE6FDrZ2_qeEBb7H-

lZBEhcjxlJ7k 
 
 



 
 


