
 
ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF VIDEO IN LSF/FRENCH CAPTIONS: 
 
Hey!  Did you know that the Chaptal Library changed its name?  {note:  It changed its name 
to the Louise Walser-Gaillard Library in October 2019).   
 
Look at this picture.  This is Louise Walser-Gaillard (1879-1920) whose sign name is B-curves-
along-right-forehead (like a hat brim).  She was a Deaf signing militant/activist, poet and had 
many other talents and skills.  You will want to know about this woman’s life.   
 
Louis Walser was born on June 14, 1879 in Paris, France.  She became Deaf at age 8.  Her 
parents sought a school for her and found one in Paris; yet, she went to the Deaf school in 
Bordeaux.  At that time, the Paris school was for Deaf boys only and the school in Bordeaux 
was for girls. After leaving school, she returned to Paris.   
 
In 1909, she was recognized by her peers, for her works of published poetry and readings at 
various banquets.   
 
A few years later, she met Henri Gaillard, a Deaf writer and publisher, who she married in 
1911. 
 
A year after they married, during the bicentienal of the birth of the Abbé de l’Épée, a 
congress was organized at the Sorbonne in order to debate the education of Deaf children 
regarding oralism and sign language.  Louise intervened to testify about her own oral 
education experiences.  She explained how she helped her classmates understand their 
lessons by signing to them when the nuns were sick or absent.    This was an affirmation of 
the importance of sign language in education which appalled the oralists.  She was strongly 
supported by the Deaf American Women who called her “Joan of Arc of the Deaf.”   
 
In 1914, at the moment when the German armies invaded France, fearing for her life, she 
sought refuge in Puy-en Velay until her death on August 2, 1920.   
 
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5L0J8F1qTzw 
 
Website: 
https://bibliopi.wordpress.com/2015/05/22/bibliotheque-chaptal/ 
 
Video used by permission. 


