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The feundation oj every State is the education of its youth."—Dionysius.
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THE DEAF SOCIETY IN BORDEAUX 
(Eighth Letter)

HE most interesting town for the 
deaf, in France, is, of course, Paris, 
with its National Institution founded 
by the Abbe de l’Epee, its Roman 
Catholic Church, its Protestant mis 

sion for the deaf, its numerous societies and as 
sociations of deaf-mutes, and its close neighbor 
hood with Versailles, the birthplace of our Libera 
tor. Immediately second in rank and importance 
for the silent ones, come 
“the Paris of South-West 
ern France,”—Bordeaux.

The chief glory of Bor 
deaux, in the matter, is its 
National Institution for 
deaf girls, of world-wide 
fame. It is the second 
school for the deaf that 
ever existed. It was while 
the Abbe de l’Epee was still 
giving public lessons in his 
house of the rue des Mou- 
iins, that the Archbishop 
of Bordeaux having heard 
of his splendid work, and 
wishing to open a school 
for the deaf of both sexes 
of his diocese, decided to 
send a member of his 
clergy, the Abbe Sicard, 
in Paris, to learn there the 
method of our benefactor.

The Abbe Sicard left in 
Bordeaux a close friend,
Mr. de Saint Seruin, a 
married man, father of 
four children, and head 
master of a flourishing Institution for hearing 
boys. From Paris, Sicard explained to him in his 
letters the things he was himself learning from 
the Abbe de l'Epee, he taught him by correspon 
dence the signs so well that, when the Abbe re 
turned to Bordeaux, the following year, it was in 
this silent way that he asked his friends:

“Will you associate with me in founding a School 
for the deaf?”

The first impulse of St. Seruin was to refuse; 
why disturb himself, and spoil his quiet, happy- 
life, to undertake such a new- and difficult work? 
But soon, yielding to the earnest requests of his 
friend, to the orders of the Archbishop, and above 
all to the solicitations of his conscience, trust 
ing that God had placed a duty before him, he 
accepted his heavy task. The school of Bor 
deaux was opened, with a few pupils, boys and 
girls, in 1786.

Mr. de St. Seruin had expected to be able to 
keep his hearing pupils, but the parents, horrified 
by the thought that their sons would be mixed with 
the mutes, came hastily to take them away from this 
dishonored place! In the space of three days, not 

•a single hearing pupil remained to tlie headmaster!

It was for him proverty,—even complete ruin. But 
his sacrifice was done; he nobly met the conse 
quences.

From this moment, and for more than thirty 
y-ears, he was the very- life and soul of the 
school for the deaf; he, and he alone, supported 
all its charges, bore all its burdens; he consecrated 
himself to the teaching of the young infirm ones, 
gave them lessons after lessons, remained in the 
background, unnoticed, unknown of all, while the Abbe 
Sicard presented to the public the most brilliant 
children his colleague had taught, as if they were his

own pupils, and took for himself all the honors, all 
the praises that were due to Mr. de Saint Seruin! 
Their posterity has tried to repair this injustice. 
While a narrow and entangled street in a poor 
district of Bordeaux bears the name of Sicard, the 
beautiful street on which is situated nowadays the 
the Institution is named rue Saint Seruin.

It was during this former period that Jean 
Massieu, the celebrated deaf-mute teacher and 
writer, began to be educated in Bordeaux. An 
interesting account of the life of this clever and 
eccentric man can be read in the book “The 
Abbe dc l’Epee, and other early teachers of the 
deaf,” that I have reviewed lately in this maga 
zine.

After the death of the Abbe de l’Epee, the Abbe 
Sicard went to Paris to take his place, bring 
ing with him Jean Massieu, and Saint Seruin 
became the only headmaster of Bordeaux School. 
During his whole career, he had to face number 
less adversaries and terrible sorrows; lie was con 
stantly- the victim of the attacks of wicked and 
jealous people: and y-et, among all his troubles, 
he remained a kind, patient, nice man; he sacri 
ficed himself to his adopted children with such

an entire devotion, such a fatherly mercy-, that 
he deserved the beautiful title of “the Saint Vin 
cent de Paul of the deaf.” During the bloody 
days of the Revolution, he suffered with cold and 
hunger; he pawned his own goods, to buy some 
bread for his pupils! The National Assembly of 
Paris received from his anonymous enemies false 
reports against him, and was on the point to order 
the suppression of his school. But, having heard 
of this terrible prospect, St. Seruin took with 
him two of his pupils, the eldest and the youngest 
one; he hastened with them to Paris, and pres 

ented himself at the bar 
of the Assembly-, then pro 
nounced orally an eloquent 
pleading that the children 
repeated in signs. Having 
seen and heard them, the 
delegates of the Nation 
changed their minds, and 
moved to tears, instead of 
abolishing the school, pro 
claimed it to be,—as well 
as the Paris one—a Na 
tional Institution, under 
the protection of the Re 
public, and receiving an 
annuity from it. Yet, the 
godly Saint Seruin had 
still many trials and many 
sorrow-s, till 1816, when 
God called him to his rest 
and his reward.

Half a century- elapsed 
without striking events for 
the school. During the 
reign of the Emperor 
Napoleon the Third, the 
National Institution of 
Paris was open to the boys 

only, and the National Institution of Bordeaux to 
girls alone. At the same time, the unhealthy-, 
moisty buildings of old were demolished, and 
on their spot was erected the magnificent school 
of to-day,—a real palace, whose monumental
double-winged entrance opens on a ground'
adorned with a motherly-looking statue of the 
Abbe de l'Epee teaching little silent children.

The pupils of the Institution numbers about 
250; they are entirely cared for and taught by 
the Sisters of Charity, “Dames de Nevers.” The 
staff of thirty teachers is headed by the Mother 
Superior, Sieur Angeligue Camau; “la bonne mere 
Angeligue,” as her pupils affectionately name her, is 
a very able and energetic old lady of over 70. A 
small red ribbon,— the Cross of the Legion of Honor, 
which has been placed on her chest by the president 
of the Republic himself, set off her white whimple, 
as an eloquent testimonial of her merits.

The Dames de Nevers are said to be the best 
female teachers for the deaf in France: they- have 
a method of their own; each mistress takes the 
entire charge of a little group of eight or ten 
pupils, from the very day of their entrance to 
the day—eight or nine years after,—when they
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leave the Institution. During this whole time, 
the teacher is the mother, the friend, even the 
playmate of her class; she is responsible for the 
progress, the welfare of her children; all together 
form a sort of family of a mother and half a 
score of daughters; a great affection unites the 
girls to their mistress, and often continues for 
their whole life: it is touching indeed to hear,—or, 
perhaps, must I better say concerning me: io sec, 
—the pupils of Bordeaux speak with a loving 
expression of their dear “Madame Marie,” or 
“Madame Philippe,” or “Madame Alphouse,” or 
“ Madame Julienne” (each nun being designated by 
her consecration name).

How happy they look, the girls of various 
ages from 7 to 18 and upwards, who, at the re 
laxation hours, merrily chat, walk, and play at 
games in the beautiful shadowy gardens behind 
the Institution! And how happy they look too, 
when, daintily arrayed with their sashes of dif 
ferent colors for each division, they sit at their 
•desks in the class-rooms, eagerly following with 
their eyes the lessons and explanations their mis 
tresses give them, at the same time by speaking 
orally and by writing on the blackboard! The 
visitors marvel at the noble buildings of ihe 
school, its endless galleries, the gay-looking class 
rooms, the long dormitories, the mganificent 
chapel richly adorned with its glass-windows 
painted by the pupils, and its altar-linen em 
broidered by them too. But they still more 
marvel at the results obtained by the devoted 
nuns, by the quickness, the brightness of the 
girls, their easy manners, their readiness to ans 
wer to the questions of strangers,—even to ques 
tion them themselves!

The fame of the Institution is such, that pupils 
are sent to Bordeaux from all sorts of foreign 
countries,—Roumania, Turkey, Russia, etc. At 
the present time, there is with the girls a lovely 
little negress,—the baby and the pet of the whole 
household!

The Bordeaux girls are renowned artists in 
painting; beautiful samples of their works can 
be admired in the Museum of the Institution. 
The teaching they receive seems to be far more 
adapted to children of the wealthy classes, there 
are among them all sorts and conditions of girls, 
sent from all parts of France, future servants 
and manufactory workers as well as girls of 
good birth.

The Institution possesses in Bordeaux neigh 
borhood, a beautiful country house surrounded 
by a lovely park, where the children go for walks 
and can spend their holidays. A Society has been 
founded by the teachers to help their former 
pupils who became ill or in need; among many other 
little deeds of kindness this Society allows them to 
do, they give a sewing machine to every pupil who 
establishes herself as a seamstress, and they offer 
the first baby’s cradle to every zourtg mother!

Of course, the nuns are obliged to follow the 
strict orders of the Government and to employ 
the oral method only'. But all the pupils,—present 
and former ones — that 1 have questioned about 
this burning matter, have answered me:—Our 
mistresses can’t, you know', do what they would 
li'ke; but they are very, very indulgent in the 
use of signs among us at the playing hours; they 
fully authorize them in the lower classes, and even 
when one of them sees that we have not under 
stood something she has said to us,—well, she 
makes the sign for it, and it is all right!

The bird’s-eye view' of the Institution accom 
panying this article has been drawn, and engraved 
by deaf-mute artists. There are in Bordeaux two 
other foundations in behalf of the deaf, and 
several interesting deaf personalities. They are 
for my next letter. Yv o n n e  Pit r o is .

90, rue de Marseille, Bordeaux.

Opportunity has hair in front; behind she is bald. 
If you seize her by the forelock, you may hold 
her; but if suffered to escape, not Jupiter himself 
can catch her again.—Seneca.
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By James H. Cloud, 2606 Virginia Ave.. St. Louis, Mo.

THE SITE QUESTION UP AGAIN
S noted in our last iss.e the State 

Board of Education met in Sulphur 
on the 7th of October to study the 
conditions surrounding the School, 
and to note what was needed for 
the best interests of the Institution.

On the 24th inst.. the Board met in regular 
session in Oklahoma City. Among the many 
questions considered at this session w'as that of 
the site for the new' School for the Deaf. A 
number of citizens of Sulphur appeared before 
the Board and presented their views regarding
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SAMUEL G. DAVIDSON 
Who, although deaf himself, teaches an Oral Class 

in the Mt. Airy School for the Deaf, 
Philadelphia. Pa.

the location which was selected a few years ago.
Some advocated retaining the present sixty- 

acre tract upon which the condemned buildings 
now stand, while others earnestly urged the Board 
to secure a better site in Sulphur. The Board gave 
both sides a careful hearing and promised to investi 
gate the matter immediately. The Board is plan 
ning for the future development of a large and per 
manent institution, and is extremely anxious to safe 
guard the interests of the school and the deaf children 
of this great state.—The Deaf Oklahoman,

We know from persona! observation that the 
original sixty-acre tract is not the best site for 
a school for the deaf available at Sulphur. The 
present site is broken and extremely rocky and 
ill adapted for farm, garden and other agri 
cultural purposes which should he made promi 
nent features in the courses offered the deaf 
youth of Oklahoma. Now that there is a chance 
to give the school for the deaf a better location, 
which is not likely to again occur, it should be 
fully improved.

When last in Sulphur we were told that the 
present site for the school was chbsen in order to 
boost the values of certain city lots located 
between the business part of the city and the 
school by forcing the grow'th of the city towards 
the school. A much better site for the school 
would he on the opposite side of the city where 
there is fine farming land. The present site is 
a beautiful one on high ground and adjoining 
to a national park. It would be all right for a 
sanitarium but the school should be located where

it would not require so much effort to tickle 
the earth.

* * *
We have received a pamphlet bearing the title 

of "Opinions upon the ‘Nebraska Law,’” issued 
by the Nebraska Parents' Association to Promote 
the Oral Education of the Deaf. It may be re 
garded as an offset to the pamphlet put forth 
not long ago by Dr. Currier of the Fanwood 
School, and concerning w'bich we made com 
ment in these columns. The Nebraska pamphlet 
contains the opinions of prominent educators of 
the deaf parents of deaf children, and oral gradu 
ates. It is an able and strong presentation of 
the case from the oral standpoint. But we think 
that one grave mistake of judgment was made 
in publishing the opinions of the oral graduates 
semi-anonytnously, by giving only the initials 
of their names. The question will naturally arise 
as to what reason there was for this appearance 
of secrecy. I11 Dr. Currier’s pamphlet, all the 
opinions, with hardly an exception, were given 
by deaf men and women of national reputation, 
and their full names were signed in every case_. 
In the Nebraska pamphlet, comparatively few' of 
the opinions were advanced by deaf oral gradu 
ates, and with three or four exceptions, only the 
initials of the names were appended. In a dis 
cussion so important as that of methods of edu 
cating the deaf, the fullest publicity is desirable, 
and every one who takes part in it should have 
the courage of his convictions and hack them up 
with his full name. In a case at law, any written 
testimony that did not bear the full name of 
the testifier, would be thrown out as irrelevant.— 
Editorial, Minnesota Companion.

We have examined the pamphlet referred to 
in the above editorial. A good majority of the 
prominent educators whose opinions are con 
tained therein, are not versed in the sign-lan 
guage and consequently are incompetent to give 
expert testimony in any matter in which the sign- 
language is a question at issue. The same is also 
true of all the parents whose communications ap 
pear in the pamphlet. Of the eighteen oral gradu 
ates whose opinions are given, thirteen semi- 
anonymously. every one hails from the Clark 
School. This is a creditable showing for the 
Clark school hut why is it that only this one of 
the seventy-three oral schools in the country is 
thus represented?

In the Currier pamphlet many schools—both 
combined and oral method—are represented. The 
deaf whose opinions it contains are proficient 
in the use of the sign-language and wholly com 
petent to give expert testimony as to its value to 
the deaf. With few exceptions they are also 
proficient in speech and their testimony has twice 
the value of that of oral graduates who may know 
speech but not signs. Be it also —.•membered 
that the Clark is the select ultra oral school of 
the country. Only the children of the well-to-do 
can afford to attened and only those who would 
naturally succeed under the oral method are 
admitted. Being children of the wealthy and 
well-to-do they have all the aids of money and 
social position in making a start in life after leav 
ing school. The oral method is given undue 
credit for the after school business success of its 
graduates. Combined method graduates make 
even a better showing—many of them unaided by 
the wealth or social position of relatives. Pupils 
who make a success at the Clark School would 
succeed fully as well in any combined method 
school both as regards speech and general educa 
tion. In addition they would have the sign-lan 
guage which, aside from their education, would 
contribute immeasurably to their happiness all 
through the after school period.

* * *
In the pamphlet “Opinions on the Nebraska 

Law,” referred to above, is a communication from 
Mr. S. G. Davidson, a teacher in the Mt. Airy 
(oral) School for the Deaf. Mr. Davidson re 
ceived most of his education at the Philadelphia 
school before it adopted the oral method exclu 
sively, and at Gallaudet College for the Deaf be 
fore it became a combined method institution. 
Mr. Davidson is well versed in the sign-language 
and from time to time gives lectures and makes


