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THE ONLY PROTESTANT SCHOOL FOR THE 
DEAF OF FRANCE 

Le t t e r  No . 5

!■
------- ||AST month, I gave an account of our

only Protestant Mission for the deaf. 
[I As I have promised, this time I am 
1! going to speak of our only protestant 
| school,—that stands, alone of our creed, 

out of 65 Roman Catholic or governmental ones!
It is over half a century now since it was founded. 

The first idea of it was conceived in 1854. That 
very year, a Congress of Protestant Pastors, who 
came from all parts of France, had gathered in the 
Southern towm of St. Hippolyte du Fort, in the de 
partment of the Gard, at the foot of the mountains 
Cevennes,—these wild, rough mountains illustrious 
in the annals of French protestantism for hav 
ing often hidden the fleeing and hunted “Huguenots” 
and “Camisards,”—the insurgent Calvinists of old 
times.

The pastors numbered forty, of all denominations. 
In the course of the discussions, one of them had 
the opportunity to speak of a parishoner of his,—a 
deaf and dumb boy who had just been sent to 
Switzerland to be taught, his family wishing to 
give him a protestant education and having found no 
French School answering this purpose. It was a 
sad fact to relate, but then the Protestant Church 
had done absolutely nothing for its own deaf! The 
pastors were much impressed by this report; it was 
the very first time that most of these learned, chari 
table men heard about the deaf, and thought about 
them! The matter was discussed; one of the assis 
tants had been particularly moved by compassion at 
the idea of these neglected sheep of their flocks; and 
arising suddenly, he said: “Friends, let us interest
our churches in this cause; let us collect a fund in 
our forty parishes ; and, with God’s help in this little 
town of St. Hippolyte. we shall he able to open a 
school for our protestant deaf!”

Two years after, in 1856, this good man had the 
joy to assist at the opening of St. Hippolyte’s Pro 
testant Institution, with eleven pupils, boys and girls.

The Committee had called, to start and organize 
the work, a young man of thirty-three, who already 
was an authority both on the subject of the teaching 
of the deaf, and teaching of the blind: Conrad
Samuel Kilian, born in Wurtemberg (Germany). 
Kilian had been a pupil of the famous Jteger, and 
had himself taught with success in Switzerland and 
France. Later on, he was naturalized a Frenchman.

Like his first master, he was a decided champion 
of the oral method. From the first day, he prohibited 
all signs from his school of St. Hippolyte, as if they 
were the worst enemies of the deaf, and obliged all 
his pupils to speak orally. In spite of his sterness on 
this matter, he was a very sincere and kind friend

of the deaf; he loved them, he sympathized with 
them, he felt deeply the neglect and the isolation 
in which most of them had to live, and, during 
his long life, by his teaching, his lectures, his books, 
he did much to make their cause more widely known, 
to improve their material and moral welfare.

Mr. Kilian, having been married, left St. Hippolyte, 
but continued his task elsewhere. The School in 
creased by and by; it numbered 30, 40, 50 deaf pupils; 
the usual number has since varied between these 
three ciphers. Some blind pupils have been received 
too from the beginning of the work, but after the 
war of 1870-1871, the teachers saw the disadvantages 
of educating together two such different classes of 
afflicted children, and decided to dimiss the blind 
and to receive only the deaf children. The Pro 
testant blind of France are actually sent to Switzer 
land, or educated in Roman Catholic schools, for 
they have no school of their own in this country!

Since it was founded by Mr. Kilian. the St. Hip 
polyte School has had eight different headmasters. 
One of them, Pastor Bouvier, deserves to be specially 
mentioned, for, though he died in 1879. his memory 
is still living in the hearts of the old pupils, who 
have inspired the younger generations, of their com 
rades to love, and to revere him.

Paul Bouvier was the son of humble peasants,— 
so poor, that they could not afford to send him to 
school. He spent his first years as a shepherd. 
When he was twelve years old, a pastor took him in 
to his service, and soon noticed the deep piety and 
bright intelligence of this ignorant, uneducated boy. 
He began to teach him to read, and then placed 
him in college. The lad made such rapid progress 
that he soon equalled his fellow-students, and, very 
young still, passed his theological examinations and 
was ordained a Pastor. He conducted a country 
parish for some years, and afterwards was called as 
headmaster of St. Hippolyte’s School; there, he 
felt at once that he had found his real mission, his 
life-work; a true and tender affection immediately 
united him to his pupils; the children, conquered 
by his sweet and beautiful face, his cheering smile, 
his kindly manners, used, instead of addressing him 
as “Sir,” to call him: “Papa!”

A book ought to he written about this Protestant 
de FEpee. The buildings of the School were old 
and uncomfortable; pastor Bouvier undertook a 
trip all over France, delivering in various places 
lectures about his dear work, and collecting funds 
to have it more decently housed. Thanks to his ex 
ertions, the Institute soon had a house of its own,— 
and a beautiful one, too. Mr. Bouvier took part in all 
the Congresses of the deaf at this time. During one 
of his journeys, he made the acquaintance of the 
Abbe Grimault, headmaster of Avignon School, and 
a decided champion of the combined system. Soon,

a close friendship united for life these two noble men, 
—the Protestant pastor and the Roman Catholic 
priest, the partisan of the oral method and the de 
fender of signs.—both of them such devoted friends 
of the deaf that they could feel united on this main 
point, putting aside all the others! Oh! why is it 
not the same case with all the deaf or hearing true 
friends of our silent people?

Working, toiling, laboring for his Institution, for 
his pupils and for the stranger deaf as well) Pastor 
Bouvier rapidly exhausted himself. After a short 
illness, he died quite suddenly, being onlj- fifty years 
old. In his agony, he still uttered these words, that 
expressed the inner feelings of his heart and soul: 
“I have loved the deaf-mutes—deaf-mutes—deaf- 
mutes."

He was buried at one of the corners of the house 
he had built for his adopted children: on his simple, 
plain grave, were engraved his last words:

“I HAVE LOVED THE DEAF-MUTES.”
One of Pastor Bouvier’s former pupils, Nachor 

Ginouvier, a talented painter and artist in drawing, 
who contributed to many illustrated magazines and 
was rewarded in several Exhibitions of Art, decided 
to have a monument of his lamented master erected 
in the school grounds, and had begun to take the 
necessary steps. Unfortunately, death also carried 
him off unexpectedly before he could realize his 
dream, depriving, at the same time, our silent world 
of a man who in the years to come, would certainly 
have increased in talent, and grown in fame.

In 1880, after the Congress of Milan, the pure oral 
method was adopted in all French schools. To the 
general surprise, it was found then that this method 
had ruled St. Hippolyte School,—the lone and unique 
/Specimen of its kind,—for twenty-four years!

Two years ago, the Institution elected as Head 
master, a teacher who had been in the School for 
more than thirty years, and had already taught four 
generations of pupils. Mr. P. L. Begout is a true 
kind-hearted Christian, a nice sort of man. loved 
and respected by every one. and so are his wife and 
his two charming daughters. The elder has inherited 
her father’s love and devotion for the deaf, ami, 
for five years, has been a valuable teacher in the 
school; but now she is engaged to be married, and 
will soon leave St. Hippolyte, much to the regret 
of her pupils, who, nevertheless, wish their dear 
"Madamoiselle Laura" every happiness!

There is at the Institute a staff of two men teach 
ers for the boys, two lady teachers for the girls, and 
another lady teacher for the youngest children. The 
course of study is eight years; several of the 
pupils have passed their “primar certificate.” even 
most difficult examinations, with hearing competitors. 
In manual trades, the boys are taught baking, shoe 
making, gardening; the girls cooking, sewing, iron-



 


