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FROM THE OLD WORLD

HERE is in France a man that, about 
the middle of his life, has seen his pros 
perous career of physician broken off, 
his brilliant prospects for the future 
destroyed, by becoming partially deaf. 

Instead of becoming discouraged this man, Docteur 
Max Albert Legrand, bravely faced his affliction, and,
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since the day it befell him, has tried to do the other 
deaf as much good as possible. He has opened for 
their benefit a bureau of mutual help and information, 
created a service of lessons in lip-reading, published 
in a little magazine specially intended for the hard- 
of-hearing.

Some months ago, Dr. Legrand invented an ap 
paratus, the dactylophone, for the purpose of help 
ing the deaf, and partially deaf, in their conversations.

This appartus—in some ways resembling a much 
simplified typewriter,—consists of a wooden-box, 
containing 42 letters printed on little cardboards, 
arranged in three tiers. These letters are movable. 
To use the dactylophone, the person intending to 
speak manipulates the keys, the letters stand up in 
succession and form words, or part of words.

The person who is facing the dactylophone sees 
them, and reads the letters, words, and sentences. 
The system is quite easy to learn, and can be under 
stood in a few minutes. It is certain that with prac 
tice on the two sides of the “'speaker" and the 
“hearer." full conversations can be held very rapidly.

The inventor hopes that his apparatus will prove to 
become, in the future, as useful and helpful to the 
deaf as the Braille tablet is to the blind. In fact, 
it can be a great expedient to the deaf, especially to 
those who are unable to read the lips, or who 
ignore the signs, or live with people ignoring them.

As every one knows, the mimicry is always more 
and more prohibited in France, and for private 
conversation, as well as for public addresses and 
lectures, this invention can probably be used. Dr. 
Legrand also recommends it as a help to the teachers 
of the deaf, for their lessons to the young children. 
The National Institution for the Deaf in Paris and 
several other schools—french and foreign—have con 
sented to try it.

For most of the deaf people. However, we are so 
accustomed to manage with our own resources,— 
speech, manual alphabet, lip-reading, and above all. 
our old. faithful and always ready helpers, pencil 
and paper, that perhaps we will find it difficult at 
first to adopt this novelty. But, like every thing 
else intended for the good of the deaf, it deserves 
to be known and encouraged, and it is why 1 heartily 
recommend it. My readers wishing to have further 
information must write directly to the inventor, 
Docteur M. A. Legrand, 2, rue des Volontaires, 
Paris.

* * * *

Among the numberless books that every New N ear 
appears in the Parisian booksellers’ shop fronts one 
would be of special interest for the American folk. It 
is a book entitled: “Le Miracles dcs Homines” (The
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miracle of men") by Gerald Harry. In this work, 
the author speaks—as a man of letters and as a 
philosopher—of the manifold treasures and of the 
splendid powers that are in the human soul.—and, 
as a triumphant example, he gives once more the 
marvellous story of Helen Keller.

This book is perfaced by a personal letter, ad 
dressed to Mr. Harry by Madame Georgette 
Leblance-Maeterlinck, the wife of Maurice Maeter 
linck, the celebrated author of “Wisdom and Des 
tiny,'’ the "Life of the Bees,” the thinker and poet 
of this profound fairy-tale, "The Blue Bird.

I give the translation of this preface, which is a 
sort of moving and eloquent summary of Mr. Harry’s 
book.

"My De a r  Fr ie n d :—By presenting to the French 
public new aspects of Helen Keller, the deaf, dumb, 
and blind American young genius, you have achieved 
a very beautiful work.

"1 know the generous enthusiasm with which you 
have taken interest in the mysterous heroine; I know 
the conscientiousness with which you have gathered 
the materials needed for your work, and I know 
that your book exposes the marvellous puzzle under 
all its faces, in all its extension, with all its infinite 
deepness.”

“It would then be very' presumptous to me to 
send you these few lines, and 1 would not dare to 
do so, if circumstances were not allowing me to put 
upon your assertations the seal of truth: 1 have
seen Helen Keller.”

“Before her, my pity was obliged to move back. 
As I went to visit her in Wrentham I felt sad and 
anxious, as one who goes to visit the unfortunates, 
and. there, to my wonder, I have discovered and 
respectfully saluted the young queen of the more 
beautiful, the more wide, the more clear of King 
doms.
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