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FROM THE OLDWORLD
Written Specially for the Sil e n t  Wo r k e r  by Mdlle. Yvonne Pitrois.

OUR BROTHERS OF SWITZERLAND
(Eleventh Letter)

WONDER how many of my Ameri 
can readers have visited lovely 
Switzerland, climbed up its snowy 
mountains with the help of the pic 
turesque guides, walked over its 

passes and glaciers; how many have enjoyed the 
winter sports, skating or tobogganing,—in its 
crowded cosmopolitan stations, how many have 
spent a quiet, restful summer in a wooden “cha 
let” in the midst of a grassy valley, or on the 
edge of a lake as blue as sapphire, or as green as 
emerald.

And, among those who have had the chance 
to stay in this beautiful country, I wonder how 
many have inquired about its deaf, have searched 
for them, have brought to them a message of 
sympathy or brotherhood?

The deaf! They are numerous indeed, in fair 
Switzerland, as they are in every country,—and 
more specially in mountainous countries. Some 
years ago, a kind-hearted bishop,—Monseigneur 
Blatter,—inquired about the deaf children of 
school age in his own diocese,—the canton of 
Valais; he found no less than 150,—a very few 
of them being educated! Recently, a paper gave 
for only the canton of Vand the number of 700 
deaf-mutes, for the canton of Bern there were 
1,200 deaf-mutes, and for 
the whole of Switzerland 
there were 8,000 deaf- 
mutes, out of a population 
of three millions of in 
habitants.

It is almost impossible, 
however, to obtain exact 
statistics and to have an 
absolute knowledge of the 
Swiss silent world, for 
this small country is ex 
tremely divided by the 
diversity of the languages 
that are spoken in its 
frontiers. In some can 
tons, it is the French, in 
some others the German, 
in others Italian, in others 
still, the “Romansch” dia 
lect. From a canton to 
its neighbor, teachers 
working for the same pur 
pose, consecrating them 
selves to the same class 
of afflicted, are absolutely 
ignorant of the others!
And the deaf, educated 
either in French, in Ger 
man, or in Italian, are un 
able to communicate with 
their fellows living a fewT miles distant!

Another very great cause of disadvantage for 
our Swiss friends, is that several of their Institu 
tions receive at the same time deaf and dumb 
children, and imbecile ones. So, these Institu 
tions are considered by most people, not as 
“schools” but as “asylums.” The bright and 
promising deaf children mingle with their feeble 
minded hearing comrades, receive the same les 
sons, and have but few opportunities to develop 
themselves as they can do, and ought to do!

It is perhaps for this regretful association with 
the idiots that so many of the Swiss deaf,—spe 
cially the most intelligent and most wealthy ones, 
—are bitterly ashamed of their infirmity, hide 
themselves in a corner as in the days of old, and 
refuse to mix with their poorer or less educated 
brothers and sisters in affliction. How they are 
to be pitied for this false pride, and how more
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acutely they must suffer in their voluntary isola 
tion! How surprised and delighted they would 
be, if they could only know the bright centres 
and happy intercourses of their American breth 
ren!

The part of Switzerland known as “German 
Switzerland,” possess the greater number of In 
stitutions opened to the deaf; following is their 
list, with the number of pupils, according to the 
last census :

1. One school in Landenhof near Aaran, (can 
ton of Argovia) with 39 pupils.

2. One school in Bremgarten. in Argovia. for 
deaf and feeble-minded children, with 40 pupils.

3. One school in Bettingen, canton of Bale, 
for deaf and feeble-minded children—75 pupils.

4. One school in Buchsee, near Bern, for deaf 
boys—94 pupils.

5- One school in Richen, canton of Bale, with

48 pupils, boys and girls.
6. One school for deaf girls in Wabern (Bern) 

with 73 pupils.
7. One asylum near Lucerne, for deaf and 

feeble-minded children—78 inmates.
8. One school in St. Gallen, with 96 pupils.
9 One school near Zurich, for deaf and feeble 

minded children, with 40 pupils.
10. One school in Zurich, for deaf and blind 

children, with 64 pupils.
In “French Switzerland" there are four schools 

for the deaf—two Protestant.
11. One in Geneva, with 9 pupils! (It is the 

littlest of all,—a mere family, but a very happy 
one).

12. One in Moudon, near Lansaune, with 19 
pupils.

And two Roman Catholic,
13. One in Gruyeres (canton of Fribourg) 

with 65 pupils.
14. One in Geronde (canton of Valais) with 

68 pupils.
At last, in the Italian canton of Tessin, exists
15. One School for the deaf in Locarno, with 

36 pupils.
The total number is 784 children in fifteen 

schools, five of them founded and spervised by 
the State, the others being private creations. 
Several are conducted by the Roman Catholic 

Sisters of the Holy Cross, 
w'ho are very devoted to 
the deaf and do them 
much good. In all the 
schools, the teaching is 
purely, strictly oral. The 
most ancient Institution 
is this of Mouden, that is 
103 years old, but has 
been rebuilt some years 
ago and is a fine specimen 
of architecture. And my 
American readers may 
know that among the pio 
neers of the education of 
the deaf of Switzerland, 
many, many years ago, 
there was a headmaster in 
Zurich who wrote a book 
about his methods and 
who was an ancestor of 
Helen Keller!

Speaking of Helen Kel 
ler reminds me to say that 
there are, alas, several 
deaf-blind in Switzerland. 
One of them, Edward 
Meystre, who lived, and 
died some years ago at 
the Blind Asylum in Laus 
anne, was a skilful turner 

and a well-educated man. It is him, who, allud 
ing to a deaf, blind and stupid woman of his 
acquaintances, declared once sorrowfully; “Jean 
ne is not a Christian; she never thinks of God!” 
He seemed to be plunged for some moments in 
distressing perplexity, then, suddenly, his dark 
ened face brightened up; and he triumphantly 
said;—“Well! Jeanne never thinks of God. but 
God always thinks of Jeanne, it is sufficient!” 
This simple sentence, came from the depths of 
the heart of a poor afflicted man, is it not more 
true, and more helpful, than many big books of 
clever philosophists and brilliant thinkers?

At Lausaune Asylum, are still some men and 
women similarly handicapped as Edward Meystre, 
while a few others are sheltered in an Asylum for 
the Feeble-Minded Blind in Lausaune’s neighbor 
hood. Always this painful mixing of the intelli 
gent deaf, and the idiots!



 


