*Keeley, Kate Orr
(1892-1984)
Noted Athlete
“At Gallaudet she starred in all kinds of sport. She led the co-eds in gymnastics, tennis,
basketball, and swimming… “ Silent Worker (1921)

Born: 30 October 1893
Died: 11 January 1984
Buried: Wasatch Lawn Memorial
Salt Lake City, Utah

Family of origin:
Parents Charles Alfred (1859-1922) and Viola Goshen (1859-1942)
Three brothers including two Deaf brothers Joe and Alfred Jr. (Alfred attended Gallaudet
at the same time as Kate, they were just 9 months apart in age). Her sister-in-law,
Justina W. Keeley was well known in the Utah Deaf community (see
http://www.utahdeafhistory.com/biographies-of-prominent-utah-deaf-women.html)
Schooling:
1898-1908 Utah School for the Deaf
1912-1917 Gallaudet College
Involved with the OWLS and a prolific sportswoman at Gallaudet (see documents
below)
Professional Experiences:
1918 worked retouching photographs, Salt Lake City

1918-1921, 1923 worked at Goodyear as a clerk in Akron, Ohio
(quite a number of Gallaudet Alumni from the class of 1916 went to work at
Goodyear after graduation, Kate and her brother Alfred joined in 1918)
1921-1945+ bookkeeper in Salt Lake City, Utah
(often working for Keeley family businesses: Keeley Café, Keeley Ice Cream)
Personal Information/Involvement with the Deaf Community:
While working at the Goodyear tire company, she lived in a house as a lodger with
several other workers. The daughter (Nellie Steele) of the head of the household
worked as an interpreter at the tire company. After she returned to Salt Lake City, she
lived with family members for many years and friend Gladys Burnham. She acted in a
number of Deaf community productions both in Ohio (1923 National Fraternal Society of
the Deaf, “Married in Thirty Days”) and Utah (1934 UAD Conference, “Accidents Will
Happen”). Involved with the Utah Association of the Deaf (Board of Trustees 1934-36)
and the Church of Latter Day Saints.
Other documents and photos:

as a child; photo at right Kate Orr Keeley (left) and Justina Woodridge (right)

Kate Orr Keeley (center)
Below from https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-90100-476241523/reports-ofthe-department-of-the-interior-for-the-fiscal

(1912). Reports of the Department of Interior for the fiscal year ended June 30 1911

Below from (1912, October). The Buff and Blue, Vol. 21 (1).

Above: Basketball team (1914-1915) from Gallaudet University Historical Photograph
Collection. Kate is pictured holding the ball.

Above: Basketball team 1915-1916 from Gallaudet University Historical Photograph
Collection. Kate is sitting in the first row, the first student on the right.
1916, June. Buff and Blue, Vol. 24 (8). pg 281-2

(1917). Reports of the Department of Interior for the fiscal year ended June 30 1916.
Washington DC: Government Printing Office.

Below from Gallaudet University Alumni cards collection (note Kate graduated in 1917
not 1916)

Above photo the Goodyear Silents Girls’ Basketball Team (and quote below)
from Farguhar, G.C. (1920, February). A Winter’s Tale. Silent Worker, Vol. 32 (5) pg.
123.
“The feature of their games is always little Kate Keeley, their captain and the pivot on
which their attack revolves, admitted to be one of the best feminine players in all Akron.
Perhaps her Irish blood is behind it; there’s a sporting strain in the Keeley line and she
has to go fast and far to keep up with brother Al. Cold weather isn’t so bad when you
get a chance to see Miss Kate lead her Amazons to battle.”
Below from: The Deaf Mutes’ Journal (1919, Nov. 20). Vol. 48 (47), pg. 2

Quote below from Moore, F.A. (ed.) (1921, Feb.) Athletics. Silent Worker, Vol. 33 (5),
pg.169.
“When it comes to girls, none better than Miss Kate Keeley can be found.”
Below from Alumni (1920, October). Buff and Blue, Vol. 29 (1) pg. 26

Below photo with quote from: Athletics. (1921, March). Silent Worker, Vol. 33 (6), pg.
204.

“Speaking of the wholesome sporting girl of today, Miss Kate O. Keeley of Salt Lake
City, Utah, stands head and shoulder above any deaf girl in America. True she is but
five feet tall…, but every inch and every once of her bespeaks energy and athletic spirit.
Maybe her red head and we are sure Irish blood is responsible for the light that radiates
on the gymnasium floor, the tennis court, and the ‘swimming hole.’ We all know that a
red haired person always ‘gets away with it.’ Kate always does get away the individual
star in every game she plays.
At Gallaudet she starred in all kinds of sport. She led the co-ed in gymnastics, tennis,
basketball, and swimming…
For the past two years she has been the leading light of the Goodyear Silent Girls’
Basket-Ball Team. She also cleaned up most everything in the girl events at …in Akron.
Let anyone challenge Miss Kate with “You can’t do this sport” and she will just show
you and amaze you.”
Below from Alumni (1923, February). Buff and Blue, Vol. 31 (4) pg. 254

1923 Deaf Mutes' Journal article about "Chicago:” "Miss Kate Keeley, a Gallaudet Co-ed
athletic star, having been "recalled from vacation" by Goodyear, spent a few hours in our
fair city on the 14th, en route to Rubberville. Kate, red hair, engaging smile, and long,
clean stride, has been out of college nearly ten years but still looks and acts like a little
girl who has never quite grown up."

Below from News of the Alumni (1938, May 20). Buff and Blue, Vol. 46 (15) pg. 4

Kate Keeley later in life
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